
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 EULOGY FOR LIEUTENANT GENERAL VICTOR “BRUTE” KRULAK 
 
  JANUARY 8, 2009 
 
 MCAS MIRAMAR 
 
 SAN DIEGO, CALIFORNIA 
 



 
 
 WHEN GENERAL CHARLES KRULAK ASKED ME TO BE HERE TODAY HIS 

INSTRUCTIONS WERE SIMPLE: BE BRIEF OR THE BRUTE WILL COME DOWN AND 

RIP YOUR HEAD OFF. 

 I BELIEVE THAT TO BE TRUE.  SO THIS WILL BE TO THE POINT. 

 WHEN I FIRST MET BRUTE KRULAK I FOUND HIM A MAN OF GREAT SELF 

CONTROL, A MAN NOT GIVEN TO REVEALING MUCH OF HIMSELF. SO I WENT TO 

HIS OLDER SON, VICTOR JR., AND SAID, “WHAT MOVES YOUR FATHER? WHAT 

DOES HE FEEL PASSIONATE ABOUT?” 

  “THE MARINE CORPS,” HE SAID.  

 FOR BRUTE KRULAK, IT WAS ALWAYS ABOUT HIS BELOVED CORPS. HE 

WAS DEVOTED TO HIS WIFE AMY AND TO HIS THREE SONS – VICTOR, WILLIAM, 

AND CHARLES – BUT THE MARINE CORPS ALWAYS CAME FIRST. 

 HE SERVED THIRTY-FOUR YEARS, AND IF ONE WORD WERE CHOSEN TO 

REPRESENT THOSE YEARS IT WOULD BE INTEGRITY. HE ALWAYS DID THE RIGHT 

THING, NO MATTER THE OPPOSITION, NO MATTER THE COST. 

 LET ME GO BACK MORE THAN SIXTY YEARS TO GIVE YOU AN EXAMPLE. 

 DURING WORLD WAR II, THE ARMY BEGAN MAKING PLANS TO 

DISMANTLE THE MARINE CORPS IN THE POST-WAR DRAWDOWN. 

 TO STOP THIS THREAT, A HANDFUL OF MARINE OFFICERS FORMED WHAT 

CAME TO BE KNOWN AS THE CHOWDER SOCIETY.  LIEUTENANT COLONEL 

KRULAK, BECAUSE OF HIS SOARING INTELLECT, HIS BOUNDLESS ENERGY, AND 

HIS REMARKABLE ABILITIES AS A WRITER, WAS THE MOST IMPORTANT MEMBER 



OF THAT GROUP. 

 OPPOSING THE CHOWDER SOCIETY WERE A NUMBER OF BROTHER 

MARINES, THE PRESIDENT, SEVERAL MEMBERS OF THE JOINT CHIEFS, GENERALS 

MARSHALL AND EISENHOWER, AND POWERFUL MEMBERS OF CONGRESS. 

 BUT THE BRUTE NEVER LACKED SELF CONFIDENCE, ESPECIALLY WHEN 

HE THOUGHT HE WAS RIGHT. AND, BY THE WAY . . . HE WAS ALWAYS RIGHT.  

 LIEUTENANT COLONEL KRULAK MET GENERAL EISENHOWER AT A PARTY 

AND THE GENERAL SAID,  “JUST WHAT IS IT THAT YOU MARINES WANT?” 

 THE BRUTE LOOKED HIM IN THE EYE AND SAID, “THE RIGHT TO FIGHT FOR 

OUR COUNTRY, SIR.” 

 READ THE BENDED KNEE SPEECH, THE TURNING POINT OF THE 

UNIFICATION FIGHT. READ THE NATIONAL SECURITY ACT OF 1947 AND THE 1952 

AMENDMENTS. THINK ABOUT THE FACT THE MARINE CORPS IS THE ONLY 

BRANCH OF THE U.S. MILITARY WHOSE SIZE AND MANPOWER IS PROTECTED BY 

LAW. TAKE COMFORT IN KNOWING THE MARINE CORPS IS MOST READY WHEN 

THE NATION IS LEAST READY. FOR ALL OF THIS WE CAN THANK GENERAL 

KRULAK. 

  

       MUCH OF GENERAL KRULAK’S REPUTATION HAS TO DO WITH THE FACT 

HE WAS ONE TOUGH MARINE. HE LIVED UP TO HIS NICKNAME. HE WAS A HARD 

MAN WHO COULD MAKE HARD DECISIONS. HIS CANDOR TO HIS SUPERIORS 

OFTEN BORDERED ON IMPERTINENCE.  COLONELS HAVE RETIRED RATHER THAN 

SERVE UNDER HIM. BUT HE WAS ALSO A MAN OF GREAT COMPASSION. 



 WHEN HE WAS COMMANDING GENERAL AT MCRD, THE WIFE OF ONE OF 

HIS DRILL INSTRUCTORS WENT TO BALBOA TO DELIVER HER BABY. THE BABY 

WAS STILLBORN. THE MOTHER WAS IN GREAT PAIN BUT WAS NOT ATTENDED 

TO FOR SOME TIME AND THEN SHE WAS PLACED IN A WARD WITH THE MOTHERS 

OF HEALTHY NEW BORNS.  HER HUSBAND CAME TO COMFORT HER BUT IT WAS 

NOT VISITING HOURS AND HE WAS TURNED AWAY.   

 THE DRILL INSTRUCTOR CALLED THE OFFICER OF THE DAY WHO SAID, 

“STAND BY THAT TELEPHONE.” NOW IF THERE WAS ONE THING THE BRUTE 

COULD DO, IT WAS LIGHT A FIRE UNDER PEOPLE WHO WERE NOT DOING THEIR 

JOBS.  LESS THAN TEN MINUTES LATER MAJOR GENERAL KRULAK CALLED THE 

CORPORAL, TOLD HIM HIS WIFE HAD BEEN TRANSFERRED AND TO GO TO HER 

SIDE. WHEN THE CORPORAL ARRIVED, HE FOUND CAPTAINS, COMMANDERS, 

AND SENIOR NURSES WAITING, ALL VERY SOLICITOUS.  THE STANDARD OF 

CARE HAD GREATLY IMPROVED FOR THAT YOUNG MARINE’S WIFE. THE 

CORPORAL RETIRED AS A MASTER SERGEANT AND TO THIS DAY, GENERAL 

KRULAK IS HIS HERO.  

 

SOME OF YOU MAY HAVE WONDERED WHY WE ARE GATHERED IN SAN DIEGO 

RATHER THAN IN WASHINGTON, AND WHY THE GENERAL WILL BE BURIED AT 

FORT ROSECRANS  RATHER THAN AT ARLINGTON. 

  WHEN GENERAL KRULAK WAS AT MCRD, HE SET THE STANDARD FOR 

COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT BY A COMMANDER.  AFTER HE RETIRED, THE 

GENERAL AND MRS. KRULAK LIVED IN SAN DIEGO FOR MORE THAN FORTY 



YEARS, LONGER THAN THEY LIVED ANYWHERE ELSE. HE WAS ON THE BOARD 

OF THE SAN DIEGO ZOO FOR MOST OF THAT TIME AND THE ZOO HAS NEVER HAD 

A MORE VIGOROUS, MORE INFLUENTIAL BOARD MEMBER. FOR ALMOST A 

DECADE HE WAS PRESIDENT OF COPLEY NEWS SERVICE AND A PROLIFIC 

COLUMNIST.   

 SEVERAL WEEKS AGO THE GENERAL ANNOUNCED HE WANTED TO BE 

BURIED HERE.  “I HAVE A CIVIC RESPONSIBILITY TO THE PEOPLE OF SAN DIEGO,” 

HE SAID. 

 HIS LIFE WAS ALL ABOUT DUTY. 

 HIS LIFE WAS ALSO ABOUT MORAL COURAGE.  

 IN 1967, LIEUTENANT GENERAL KRULAK WAS COMMANDING GENERAL, 

FLEET MARINE FORCE, PACIFIC, AND FIRST AMONG THOSE BEING CONSIDERED 

FOR COMMANDANT OF THE MARINE CORPS. HE HAD EVERYTHING TO LOSE 

WHEN HE WENT TO THE WHITE HOUSE AND CONFRONTED PRESIDENT JOHNSON 

OVER HOW THE VIETNAM WAR WAS BEING PROSECUTED AND HOW TOO MANY 

RESTRAINTS WERE BEING PLACED UPON THE MILITARY. 

 THE OUTLINES OF THAT INCIDENT ARE WELL KNOWN. WHEN I ASKED THE 

GENERAL FOR MORE DETAILS, TO TELL ME WHAT HAPPENED NEXT, HE SAID, 

“PRESIDENT JOHNSON STOOD UP, PLACED HIS HAND IN THE SMALL OF MY BACK, 

AND PROPELLED ME OUT OF THE OVAL OFFICE.” 

 IN THE PAST YEAR WE HAVE READ OF RETIRED GENERALS PUBLICLY 

CRITICIZING THE PRESIDENT OVER THIS WAR. BUT IT SHOULD BE REMEMBERED 

THEY ARE RETIRED, AND THEY WERE NOT LOOKING THE PRESIDENT IN THE EYE 



WHEN THEY CRITICIZED HIM.  THEY HAD NOTHING TO LOSE.  GENERAL KRULAK 

DID THE RIGHT THING. BUT THERE IS ALWAYS A PRICE TO PAY FOR DOING THE 

RIGHT THING.  HE WAS NOT APPOINTED COMMANDANT. HE DID NOT RECEIVE 

HIS FOURTH STAR. 

 BUT HE DID RECEIVE SOMETHING THAT HAS ELUDED PRESIDENT 

JOHNSON: A LASTING REPUTATION AS A MAN OF INTEGRITY. 

 

     TIME HAS A WAY OF ERODING A MAN’S ACCOMPLISHMENTS,  OF TURNING 

 HIS LIFE – ALONG WITH HIS BODY – TO DUST.  

 THAT WILL NOT HAPPEN WITH GENERAL VICTOR KRULAK. 

 HE WAS THE LAST OF THE OLD BREED. AND HE IS AMONG THOSE VERY 

FEW MEN WHO HAVE THE HONOR OF BEING KNOWN AS GIANTS OF THE CORPS. 

WHEN THOSE MEN ARE LISTED, THE NAME BRUTE KRULAK IS FIRST,  

  IT SHINES THE BRIGHTEST,  

 AND IT WILL BE THE MOST ENDURING.     


